Manufacturing
Investment Tax Credlt

Ontario Made Manufacturing Investment Tax
Credit

The Ontario Made Manufacturing Investment Tax Credit (OMMITC) is a 10 per cent
refundable corporate income tax credit available to Canadian-controlled private
corporations (CCPCs) that make eligible investments in Ontario. Eligible investments
include expenditures for construction, removing or acquiring buildings used for
manufacturing or processing, as well as machinery and equipment used in the
manufacturing or processing of goods in Ontario.

The credit is available for eligible expenditures up to a limit of $20 million in a
taxation year with respect to capital investments in buildings that became available
for use on or after March 23, 2023, and for machinery and equipment used in
manufacturing or processing that were acquired and became available for use on or

after March 23, 2023.
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CANADIAN
FOOD INNOVATION
NETWORK

The Innovation Scouting Fund

The Innovation Scouting Fund supports Canadian Small or Medium Enterprises
(SMEs) and academic researchers in developing and validating innovative solutions
for real-world challenges faced by leading Canadian food companies. It provides
funding for pilot projects, facilitating collaboration between innovators and industry
partners.

The purpose of the program is to connect foodtech innovators with established
players in the Canadian food industry and address specific business challenges
identified by food manufacturers, distributors, foodservice, and grocery retail firms.

If selected, you'll receive up to $75,000 in matching funding to put your technology
to work in a commercial setting.

Applications are now open until August 30th, 2025.

Learn More
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Eligible Ontario agri-food businesses can now access up to $10,000 in funding
to support travel and meetings that drive export growth. This initiative helps

companies pitch new products, close deals, and enter new markets.

This initiative is funded by Grand River Agricultural Society and administered by
AAC helping Ontario businesses accelerate export success and tap into new

markets.
Learn More
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Rural Ontario Development (ROD) Program

The new Rural Ontario Development (ROD) Program application intake is now open
until September 24, 2025. The ROD program replaces the Rural Economic
Development (RED) Program. This initiative offers cost-share funding to help create
strong businesses, boost economic growth, protect jobs and improve infrastructure
in small communities. Eligible organizations include municipalities, not-for-profit
organizations, Indigenous communities or organizations, local service boards and
small business with 1 to 20 employees.

Visit the program website to learn more and confirm if your region is eligible for

funding.
=
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-~ Communities
-~ Program

Trade-Impacted Communities Program

Applications are now open for the Trade-Impacted Communities Program (TICP)
that will help communities and local industries in Ontario navigate significant
economic challenges caused by U.S. trade disruption. This fund supports local
projects that align with Ontario's key economic priorities:

e Economic resiliency
e Supply-chain diversification
e Trade partnerships

Applications for Stream 1 will be accepted on a continuous basis as long as funding
is available. Stream 2 will be open until September 11, 2025.

Apply Today
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Agrilnnovate Program

The Agrilnnovate Program offers repayable contributions to support the
commercialization, demonstration and adoption of innovative technologies and
processes that enhance the competitiveness and sustainability of the agricultural
and agri-food sector. The program aims to incentivize the use of commercial-ready
innovations to drive growth and efficiency within the industry.

Funding for projects under this program can reach up to $5,000,000 from
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC). Additionally, organizations owned or led
by under-represented groups may receive an extra 10% on the cost-share ratio, with
AAFC covering 60% and the applicant covering 40%.

Applications are accepted continuously until March 31, 2028 or until the funding is
fully committed. All projects must be completed by this date.

Apply Today
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PROTEIN
INDUSTRIES
CANADA

Strengthening the Canadian
Supply Chain Program

Protein Industries Canada is announcing a new program to help Canadian
companies remain competitive in the wake of ongoing uncertainty around trade
with the U.S. The program will reimburse up to 75% of eligible costs to a maximum
project cost of $200,000.

To be eligible, projects must include at least one of the following:

e Reformulating products with domestically produced ingredients

e Scale-up and commercialization work to increase the supply of domestically
produced food products to Canadian consumers

e Scale-up and commercialization of domestically produced ingredients to
Canadian manufacturers

Projects are required to use Canadian feedstocks or ingredients derived from
Canadian crops such as wheat, oats, barley, peas, soy or fava beans. Other
emerging crops, such as lupin or hemp, will also be considered.

Companies interested in applying can send an email
to: projects@proteinsupercluster.ca.

Proposal deadline is October 7, 2025,

Apply Today
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Building Ontario's \
agri-food workforce |
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Labour Force Management Strategies
Initiative

The Labour Force Management Strategies Initiative helps primary producers and
processors in Ontario's agri-food sector tackle local labour challenges. With up to
$4 million in funding available, the initiative supports innovative strategies for
attracting, recruiting and retaining workers in the agri-food sector. Approved
projects can receive up to 50% of eligible costs covered, with a maximum of
$40,000 for individual businesses and $100,000 for industry collaborations.

Apply now to strengthen your workforce and boost your business! The deadline to
apply is September 2, 2025, or when available funding is fully committed —
whichever comes first.

Apply Today

Funded in part by the Governments of Canada and Ontario under the Sustainable Canadian Agricultural
Partnership (Sustainable CAP), a five-year, federal-provincial territorial initiative.
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Ontario Together Trade Fund Program

The Ontario Together Trade Fund (OTTF) provides financial support to businesses
looking to make near-term investments so they can serve more interprovincial
customers, develop new markets and re-shore critical supply chains in the face of
U.S. tariffs. With a focus on small and medium enterprises (SMEs), the program will
help businesses, build local capacity, enhance trade resiliency, and make the
necessary investments to successfully expand into new markets. Projects must
address the impacts of U.S. trade disruptions and align with Ontario's key economic
priorities.

Applications are accepted on an ongoing basis. Projects must be completed within
24 months of the start date.

Apply Today
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Investing in Food Safety Initiative

Investing in food safety is crucial for both business success and customer well-
being. Food Processing Skills Canada offers an excellent opportunity to enhance
your workforce's skills through the new 'Pay for Performance’ training bundles. This
program provides up to 70% reimbursement for training costs upon successful
completion of performance targets.

Benefits:

o Cost-effective, offering up to 70% reimbursement

e Comprehensive training in essential food safety and quality assurance
practices

e Employees receive digital credentials, certificates, and transcripts

Training Bundles:

e The Food Safety Bundle includes over 11 hours of training, with a post-
reimbursement cost of $299.70

e The QA/Leadership Bundle offers over 15 hours of training, with a post-
reimbursement cost of $449.70

Learn More
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SWPP+

STUDENT WORK
PLACEMENT PROGRAM

Student Work Placement Program+

Food Processing Skills Canada has launched the Student Work Placement
Program+ (SWPP+) for employers in the Canadian food and beverage manufacturing
industry. This program is designed to help businesses hire post-secondary students
for work terms and post-graduate employment, offering up to $7,000 in wage
subsidies. SWPP+ simplifies job posting and hiring processes, connecting employers
with students in fields such as food science, business, engineering, and quality
assurance. Work-integrated learning (WIL) placements provide practical experience
for students, benefiting employers with fresh talent and innovative perspectives.

Benefits of SWPP+:

e Upto $7,000 in wage subsidies
e Simplified job posting and hiring processes
e Practical experience for students through WIL placements

Learn More
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Bioenterprise Launches Round 3 the OAFRI

Commercialization Stream

News Release
Guelph, Ontario — August 7, 2025

Bioenterprise Canada Corporation (Bioenterprise) is launching the third round of an
open call for proposals for its Ontario Agri-Food Research Initiative (OAFRI)
Commercialization Stream that will target innovative Ontario-based agri-food and
agri-tech organizations who are ready to transform their ideas into market-ready
products and services. Bioenterprise is pleased to partner with the Ontario Ministry
of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness (OMAFA) to support the delivery of the OAFRI
Commercialization Stream with up to $3.4 million in funding from the Governments
of Canada and Ontario through the Sustainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership
(Sustainable CAP).

The Commercialization Stream is designed to provide Ontario’s agriculture, agri-
food, and agri-based products sectors, including technology or equipment suppliers,
access to funding to support commercialization projects with a focus on Market
Validation and Product Development activities. These efforts aim to enhance
competitiveness and the leadership position of Ontario in the agriculture and agri-
food sectors.

The Commercialization Stream will provide funding for two project types:

Project Type A: Market Validation Grants

Conduct market research to determine the size and quality of the market opportunity
for a new and promising technology, product, or service with the goal of determining
if there is any market potential before more research funds are spent on the

technology.

Funding Available: up to $30,000 per project
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Project Type B: Product Development Grants

Create prototypes, perform field trials, remove any barriers to a market launch or
private sector adoption and optimize a minimum viable product that best meets the
needs of customers.

Funding Available: $50,000-$150,000 per project

The OAFRI Commercialization Stream supports outcomes of the province’s Grow
Ontario strategy, which aims to increase the creation and adoption of innovative
technologies to enhance competitiveness, grow market opportunities and
strengthen the agri-food sector against future disruptions.

“Innovation is key to keeping agriculture competitive and sustainable,” said the
Honourable Heath MacDonald, federal Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food. “This
funding will support research and help bring new ideas to market, so we can keep
producing safe, healthy, high-quality food.”

“Programs like OAFRI play a vital role in driving innovation and resilience within
Ontario’s agri-food sector,” said Trevor Jones, Minister of Agriculture, Food and
Agribusiness. “By empowering Ontario’s agriculture and agri-food sector to diversify
and expand their products, we are helping them build a more competitive edge, grow
and create jobs, and ensure they remain resilient in the face of economic
uncertainty.”

“Many of us have never experienced the political and economic uncertainties we are
currently facing. The recent tariffs are bringing new and significant challenges to
Canada’s food and agriculture sectors. These challenges are causing businesses to
aggressively seek ways to reduce costs, increase efficiencies and remain globally
competitive under a tariff environment,” said Dave Smardon, President and CEO of
Bioenterprise. “As businesses strive to remain competitive, innovations and their
adoption can play a major role in cost reduction and increased efficiency. More than
ever, initiatives like the OAFRI Commercialization Stream can be highly impactfulin
driving long-term competitiveness of our agriculture and food sectors.”

Applicant organizations to OAFRI may include, but are not limited to, for-profit and
not-for-profit entities, government (except federal and provincial) and non-
government organizations, universities and colleges, and research institutions based
in Ontario. Eligible organizations must be located in Ontario, have project activities
and costs that take place in Ontario, develop projects that address OMAFA’s key
research priority areas and initiative objectives, be operating in the agriculture, agri-
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https://r5fpslfab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tRghnYtxzH1q09hxRhleXB6BicGhbdcUSCXZ6sWMsGUpiKLQ32XK888Q--oz20dMfo83EEJjhw0VvYVuOOTTjQhl7q1elgyzu7_8RWYW6Lqcyr4_1lOJEhM7nbJwN-tznNTsWnTM0UT4F-dzXHjkZESa2qblSoc6KpBU4XeawDfbrsVxW72-R7hr0FZD5RvJgoQhlmVyE3uBwKR2BEeSNg==&c=8kFXdIK-x28cxzkBT6JoqNbW7zgJEooB61HhAN47pPrwFHev8EXNQw==&ch=I5OVyuz8g2W07GEPDeFrFfpv9rryIEcbQZdS8ltkJcO9e8xRX4sPQg==

food, and agri-based products sector, and must have a product/technology/service
thatis unique to Ontario.

The intake for OAFRI formally opens Thursday, September 4", 2025, including a
webpage with full initiative details, a Call for Proposals document, and information
on how to apply. Keep an eye on your inbox for the intake announcement. A virtual
Information Session for OAFRI will be held on Wednesday, September 17", 2025, at
10am EDT with an opportunity for Q&A with the program administrators. In the
meantime, you can direct any questions to submissions@bioenterprise.ca.

Sustainable CAP is a five-year (2023-2028), $3.5-billion investment by federal,
provincial and territorial governments to strengthen competitiveness, innovation,
and resiliency of Canada’s agriculture, agri-food and agri-based products sector.
This includes $1 billion in federal programs and activities and a $2.5 billion
commitment that is cost-shared 60 per cent federally and 40 per cent
provincially/territorially for programs that are designed and delivered by the
provinces and territories.

Learn more about and apply for OAFRI
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